
A time-travel thrill ride through the dinosaur-filled Cretaceous Era and a fast-paced 
companion to Chronal Engine.

Max and his friend Petra are whisked back to the treacherous, dinosaur-packed 
Cretaceous Period by Max’s great-great-grandfather’s time machine, the Chronal 
Engine. They are on a mission to save Max’s then-teenage uncles, Nate and Brady, who 
inadvertently traveled back in time from 1985. The two pairs must not only fight for 
survival from mosasaurs,tyrannosaurs, and other dangers, but they must join forces to 
find their way home to their respective decades. 

A Common Core State 
Standards & TEKS-aligned 

Educator’s Guide for 

Borrowed
Time

ISBN-13/EAN: 9780544237117 

For Grades 4 - 7

Written by Greg Leitich Smith
Illustrations by Leigh Walls

Published by Clarion Books

Guide crafted by
Debbie Gonzales



2

Smith, Greg Leitich. BORROWED TIME. New York: Clarion Books, 2015.
ISBN-13/EAN: 9780544237117      www.gregleitichsmith.com       www.debbiegonzales.com

Table of Contents

Discussion Questions .............................................................................................................. 3-4

Dinosaur Hunt ............................................................................................................................ 5
Dinoaur Hunt Clues .................................................................................................................... 6
Dinosaur Hunt Answers ............................................................................................................. 7

Characters’ Place in Time............................................................................................................ 8
Characters’ Place in Time Graphic Organzier ............................................................................ 9
Your Place in Time Graphic Organizer ..................................................................................... 10

Perspective Pinwheels - A Study of Point of View ..............................................................11-14

Meet the Author - Greg Leitich Smith ..................................................................................... 15

ACADEMIC STANDARDS ALIGNMENT:

Common Core State Standards
English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Literature .......................................................... 16
English Language Arts Standards » Writing .............................................................................17

Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills Standards
English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 4 ..........................................................................18
English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 5 ..........................................................................18
English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 6 .................................................................... 18-19
English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 7 ..........................................................................19



3

Smith, Greg Leitich. BORROWED TIME. New York: Clarion Books, 2015.
ISBN-13/EAN: 9780544237117      www.gregleitichsmith.com       www.debbiegonzales.com

Discussion Questions

“Dad is going to freak out,” Brady said.

“If we tell him,” Nate replied (pg. 12).

•	 Brady and Nate are twins and yet their characters differ greatly. 
	 ◦ Of the two, which would you consider to be more adventurous? Explain your answer.
	 ◦ Identify which brother is a natural leader. How so?
•	 While both brothers share the external problem of wanting to escape from the Cretaceous 

Period, each has issues that they struggle with internally. Identify Nate and Brady’s personal 
quests. Describe how their individual problems are played out and resolved throughout the 
story.

Uncle Nate nodded. “Thirty years ago, when I was your age, I inadvertently went                            
back to the Cretaceous . . .” (pg. 20).

•	 The word inadvertently is defined as accidental, careless, and unplanned. Explain how Uncle 
Nate’s travel back in time was an erroneous act – or was it?

•	 Note Max’s observation regarding Kyle’s physical change. Tell why the change is significant 
to the story.

•	 Determine Uncle Nate’s mention of preventative rabies shots (pg. 19). Tell why this detail is 
important to the plot.

•	 Observe that Chapter II is told in first person present tense in Max’s point of view. Consider 
why the author chose to tell Max’s perspective in first person and Nate’s in third person past 
tense. Explain how this literary technique serves the space-time-continuum theme. 

“They killed my father,” the girl replied (pg. 50).

•	 Consider how Mildred’s character serves to connect the 
past, present, and future of the Pierson family. 

•	 Explain how Mildred’s determination to avenge her 
father’s death adds tension to the story. 

•	 Mildred makes reference to an autobus, which was a common mode of travel in the 1920’s 
(pg. 50). Discuss how this reference reveals an aspect of her character, of the place and time 
from which she exists. 

•	 Click HERE to access a video depicting mode of travel during the 1920’s. Determine what 
the present day equivalent to an autobus might be. As the autobus reflects the time and 
place during which Mildred’s character lives, consider how present day modes of travel serve 
to define your character. 
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Which led me back to the same thing: Brady was going to die. Unless I told him (pg. 116).

•	 Discuss the influence Max has over Brady’s demise. Consider the consequences that 
might occur of Max reveals the details of his uncle’s death. 

•	 Being that Brady is actually Max’s uncle, consider how difficult it would be to withhold 
such valuable information from a family member. Would you be able to remain silent 
about the issue? Why or why not?

•	 Explore how the space-time-continuum would be altered if Max uncovers the facts about 
Brady’s passing.

This time, I latched on to the trailer right away and found the right rear tire. Scrabbling 
through the mud with one hand while I held the tire with the other, my hand brushed 

something round and smooth. Lungs burning, I grabbed it and pushed off from the lake 
bed, propelling myself upward (pg. 159).

•	 Observe the illustration featured on page 158. Consider how the elements featured – the 
slain monasaur in the foreground, Max victoriously raising the Recall Device overhead, 
Petra with Nate and Brady in the background – symbolize the overall plot of the story.

•	 Examine how this illustration serves as an example for Max’s development as a character. 
Discuss how his journey to develop internal and external strength is depicted in this 
drawing.

•	 Determine why it is critical to the resolution of the story that Max be the character to 
risk his life to find the recall device in this scene rather than Petra, Brady, or Nate doing 
so.

“Let’s just say,” Emma answered, “hypothetically speaking, for the sake of the 
space-time continuum, that someone might have, or have had, another need of the                           

Recall Device” (pg. 172).

•	 Analyze what Emma is telling Max. Could it be that Emma is keeping facts about the 
future from Max in the same way that he had avoided revealing information to Brady? 
How so?

•	 Consider the logline printed on the book’s jacket flap – “What happens in prehistory 
stays in prehistory.”  List facts and events that transpired while Max and others fought 
to survive in the Cretaceous Period. Identify which of these scenarios need to “stay in 
prehistory.”  Justify your answer.

•	 On page 177, Uncle Nate tells Max, “The fewer people who know about time travel, the 
better.” Examine the complications and dangers of time travel. Do you agree with Uncle 
Nate’s statement?  Why or why not.

•	 Discuss how the title Borrowed Time serves to foreshadow the overall storyline. Describe 
how time was ‘borrowed’ from distinctly different decades to tell the story of an unusual 
family and their joint quest for adventure. 
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Solve the puzzle below using the clues listed on the following page. Puzzle 
answers are available on page 7. Note that much of the information needed                                                                     

to solve this puzzle can be found in the Author’s Note (pg. 181-184).

Dinosaur Hunt
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1. The Quetzalcoatlus and Deinosuchus are creatures that once lived  
 in this region in Texas

2. A very large bipedal carnivorous dinosaur 

3. A duck-billed dinosaur

4. A group of herbivorous, beaked dinosaurs that lived during the  
 Cretaceous Period

5. A group of herbivorous dinosaurs with long necks and small heads

6. A large inland sea that existed during the mid- to late Cretaceous  
 Period known as the Western Interior _______

7. The last period of the Mesozoic Era, following the Jurassic and   
 ending with the extinction of the dinosaurs (except birds)

8. A genus of herbivorous ankylosaurian dinosaurs from the Late   
 Cretaceous Period known as the “knobbed lizard”

9. Flying reptiles

10. Cone-bearing seed plants

11. Tropical palms with fan-shaped leaves

12. Dome-headed dinosaur. Its huge head housed an incredibly thick  
 skull, a tiny brain, and large eyes

Dinosaur Hunt Clues
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Dinosaur Hunt Answers
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Characters’ Place in Time

Objective: To analyze the detailed examples of the author’s development of different eras of 
time as they contributed to the aspects of scene, character, and plot. 

Materials:
•	 Borrowed Time
•	 A Character’s Place in Time Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 9)
•	 Your Place in Time Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 10)
•	 Pencil

Procedure 1 - A Character’s Place in Time:
•	 Consider how valuable each character’s connection to their place and time is to the 

overall plot.
	 ◦ Note how each character reveals aspects of the decade from which they originate.  
    Examine how these aspects contribute to their impact on the storyline. 
	 ◦ Discover ways that their era origin empowers or challenges each character.
	 ◦ Explore how being in the Cretaceous Period serves as an equal playing ground, of  
   sorts. 
•	 Using the A Character’s Place in Time Graphic Organizer, search through the 

chapters listed in the arrows. Identify three examples of how the characters reveal their 
connection to their respective eras. Some clues to consider might be their clothing, 
speech patterns, or use or lack of technology. 

Procedure 2 - Place in Time:
•	 Use the Your Place in Time Graphic Organizer as a guide to explore being a character 

placed in a similar situation as those in Borrowed Time. 
	 ◦ First of all, to become solidly situated in your place and time, document aspects of  
   the world in which you live in the circles featured on the graphic organizer. 
	 ◦ Think of the attributes listed there as elements that make up a character – you. Like  
   the characters in Borrowed Time, when you leave the present via time    
     travel, the elements listed in the  circles remain part of who you are and how you  
   perceive a new world.
•	 Write a short fictional piece in which you have traveled to a different place and time, 

and yet, your perception of the world is founded on the elements you listed on the Your 
Place in Time Graphic Organizer. For example, imagine that the Chronal Engine 
placed you in in the back of a covered wagon heading west in the mid-1800’s. Explore the 
differences and similarities of that time in history and present day. Describe how you 
would survive using your modern-day know-how.

•	 Tell the story.
•	 Share it with the class. 
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Characters’ Place in Time Graphic Organizer
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List three details that define the 
era in which Nate and Brady live. 

List three details that define 
the era that Mildred is from. 

List three instances proving that Max and 
Petra’s world differs from Nate and Brady’s.  
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Your Place in Time Graphic Organizer

Your
World

Music

Food

Clothing Social Aspects

Physical 
Environment

Observe your surroundings to discover unique details reflecting aspects that are unique to your place and 
time in history, items that create security in the world in which you live.  Using the details listed, write a 

brief scene where you have traveled through space and time to a new era. Explore ways to connect the eras 
- your world and the one you’ve been placed in.  Define the differences and similarities between the two.   

Find a way to survive and - hopefully - escape.
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Perspective Pinwheels - A Study of Point of View

Objective: To explore contrasting points of view of characters in a story.

Materials:
•	 Borrowed Time
•	 Perspective Pinwheels:
 ◦ Brady (Guide, pg. 12)
 ◦ Mildred (Guide, pg. 13)
 ◦ Petra (Guide, pg. 14)
•	 Pencil

Procedure:
•	 Explore the author’s decision to tell this story in two points of view – Max’s and Nate’s.
       Consider how, by utilizing these two voices, the author was able to tell a story from two     
       distinct perspectives with regards to time, place, and characterization. 
	 ◦ Analyze the author’s decision to tell Max’s story in a first person point of view. Explain    
   why telling the story in this way benefits the reader’s experience. 
	 ◦ Examine the third-person limited point of view used by the author in Nate’s                  
   chapters. Notice how references of experiences that occurred during the 1980’s give   
   the reader a clearer understanding of Nate’s character.
	 ◦ Determine if, as a reader, you get a true sense of Max and Nate’s needs and desires. If   
    so, list them.
 ◦	Identify their greatest strengths and personal challenges. Tell how these    
   characterizations were demonstrated in the story.
•	 Using the Pinwheel Perspective printouts, consider Brady’s, Mildred’s, and Petra’s points 

of view in the story. Analyze their roles as the plot unfolds. 
	 ◦ Identify their desires. Tell what they want as individuals. Cite an example in the text in  
    support of this claim.
 ◦ List their greatest strengths and personal challenges.  Explain how these attributes   
    were  dramatized in the story. 
	 ◦ Determine their external and internal needs. Discover what drives each character.   
    Validate your statements with cited examples for the text.
•	 Finally, give the characters voice. In the rectangle beneath the pinwhell graphic organzier, 

using the first person voice, have the character speak directly to the reader. What does this 
character want the reader to know about their role in the story?  Have them justify their 
actions and/or non-actions. Give each character a soap box to stand on!

•	 Share your work with the class. Discuss your perspective of the characters’ points of view. 
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Perspective Pinwheel - Brady
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Perspective Pinwheel - Mildred
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Perspective Pinwheel - Petra
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Meet the Author - Greg Leitich Smith

Greg Leitich Smith is the award-winning author of the 
middle grade novels Little Green Men at the Mercury Inn; 
Chronal Engine; Borrowed Time; Ninjas, Piranhas, and 
Galileo; and Tofu and T.Rex. Greg and Cynthia Leitich 
Smith are the co-authors of the picture book, Santa 
Knows, illustrated by Steve Bjorkman, and the short story 
“The Wrath of Dawn,” in the anthology Geektastic, edited
by Holly Black and Cecil Castelluci.

Greg’s novels are characterized by their humor, 
adventure, and reflect his background in science and 
engineering. He is of German and Japanese descent,                   
and many of his characters are similarly mixed-race.

Greg holds degrees in electrical engineering from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
and the University of Texas at Austin. In addition, he 
holds a degree in law from The University of Michigan 
Law School, Ann Arbor.
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Academic Standards Alignment

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Literature
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English Language Arts Standards » Writing
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TEXAS ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS STANDARDS
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